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J42'25JZ cAVN; KUS/i\Vx-A;-oPf_R""~Vl:] 166 MARCH 1971 SONGBIRD BATTAL1'1ni 83 OF NVN 238TH 
SAM REGIMENT REPORTS SHODTDOWN OF.UH~DENTIFIED AIRCRAFT «ALL TIMES ZULU UNLESS 
-OTHERWISE NOTED))' AT 1145 OH 4 MARCH;. THE NVN 238TH SAM REGIMENT'S BATTALION 
83, LOCATED'.AT'·VN:..41.l <17:".'1!6N llf6-47E'), REPORTED FIRING ONE MISSILE AT AN 
UNIDENTIFIED ~!RCRAFT AND SUCCESSFULLY DOWNING IT. THE POST LAUNCH REPORT, 

.IILED BY BATTALION 83 WITH REGIMENT AT Slll, REPORTED·THE $TARGET$ AT l6-48N E 
'AT:THE TIME OF INtITIAL DETECT!~N. BEGIHNING AT !B4S, THE BATTALION WAS 
INITIALLY INTERCEPTED REPORTI~u PLOTS ON FOUR TRACKS. TRACK Sl, AMPLIFIED AS 
THO AIRCRAFT AND IDENTIFIED LATER AS THE TARGET AND THE ONLY TRACK REPORTED 
SUBSEQUENT TD ffff42, WAS'NOT INTERCEPTED UNTIL PLOTS HAD BEEN PASSED ON TRACKS 
92 AND 84. THIS JNDICATES THAT BATTALION 83 BEGAN REPORTING ON TRACK Sl PRIOR 
TD INITIAL INTERCEPT. THE FOLLOWING REPRESENTS THE FLIGHT PATH OF THE TARGET 
<TRACK Sl> FROM INITIAL INTERCEPT <READ TIME, NORTH/EAST COORDINATES, 
ALTITUDE), SS4S 16-SS 117-82 11,484 FEET (35SS METERS> BS42 16-52 1S7-J2 ffS43 
16-55 187-112 Sf43 16-56 U7-S2 9842 FEET C311Yif ·METERS) SS'44 16-56 1S7-liJ2 Slf44 
16-56 196-59 Bb44 16-59 lff6-57 Slf45 16-59 116-55 11,484 FEET C35SI METERS> Sf45 
16-56 186-55 SH45 16-59 186-55 8945 16-56 196-55 Sff45 16-59 1S6-5S SS45 LAUNCH 
REPO~TED S846 ~ADE~SS46 TARGET DESTROYED THE SUCCESSIVE PLOTS DURING THE 45 
MINUTE PROBABLY REPRE- SENT THE UNCONTROLLED DESCENT OF THE TARGET PRIOR ~O 
fFAQEj AT SS46. THE COMPUTED GROUND SPEED FDR THIS JRACK HAS 231 KNOTS. THE 
FOLLOHING ARE READABLE VALUES FROM THE COLUMNIZED POST LAUNCH REPORT FOR THIS 
INCIDENT, A. ~IME OF.LAUNCH, 8744 (GOLF> ~SS44Z> B. NUMBER OF MISSilES 
EXPENDED, l c. TYPE OF AIRCRAFT MISSIOH, $Fl YrnG SLOWLY$ D. TARGET ·RANGE AND 
AZIMUTH AT DETECTION, 35 KILOMETERS CKMS)/173 DEGREES CDEGS) E. TARGET ALTITUDE 
AT DETECTION, 3 KMS F. TARGET RANGE AT INITIAL FAN SONG EMISSION AND RANGE AT 
LOCK ON, 28 KMS/26 KMS G. FAR AND NEAR LIMIT OF THEORETICAL iESTRUCTION, 23 
KHS/8 KHS H. TARGET PARAMETER <OFFSET DISTAHCE) AHD ALTITUDE, 31'3 KMS I, TARGET 
SPEED AND ESTIMATED STAY IN LAUNCH ZONE, 121 METERS PER SECOND <233 KNOTS)/6S 
SECONDS J. TARGET AZIMUTH AT MISSJLE LAUNCH, 122 DEGS K. TARGET ALTITUDE AT 
MISSILE LAUNCH, 3 KMS L. FAN SONG JAMMING AT TIME OF LAUNCH, NONE M. RANGE OF 
MISSILE AT DETONATION,· 21 KMS N. AZIMUTH OF MISSILE AT DETONATION, 126 DEGS O. 
MISSILE ALTITUDE AT DETONATION, 3 KMS P. TIME FROM LAUNCH TO·FINAL K-3 ARMING 
COMMANDC 33 SECONDS ADDITIONALLY, REFERENCES WERE MADE ~URING.PASSAGE OF THIS 
PLR TO THE LAUNCH BEING MADE AT THE $SECOND AIRCRAFT$ AND THE HAST AIRCRAFT IN 

... THE FORMATION.$ COMMENT, THE PLR GIVES THE TARGET AZIMUTH AT LAUNCH AS 122 
DEGREES AND MISSILE AZIMUTH·AT DETONATION AS 126 DEGREES. THIS WOULD PLACE THE 
FINAL POSITION OF THE ;TARGET IN THE VICINITY OF 17-JB"N IB6-56E. HOHEVER, REAL 
TIME REPORTIHG OF THE-"TARGET'S TRACK PROVIDED AZIMUTHS OF 132 AND 135 DEGREES 
JUST PRIOR TO LAUNCH. THIS SUGGESTS· THAT THE ACTUAL VALUES FORC_$J$ AND_ $N$ 1 
ABOVE SHOULD BE 132 AHD 136 DEGREES. THIS WOULD PLACE THE FINAL POSITION OF THE 
TARGET IN THE VICINITY OF 16-58N lf6-S4E, APPROXIMATELY TWO.NAUTICAL MILES 
INSIDE. NORTH VIETHAM AND 11 NM SOUTHEAST OF VH-411. 'WHILE THERE .,.-lS. NO ABSOLUTE -
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